Wacc.org.uk, World Association for Christian Communication, and member of Voices 21, provides historical perspective. “WSIS is the third attempt by the United
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Nations system to deal globally with information and communication issues. In 1948, in the optimistic climate of the post-war era, the Universal Declaration on

Hyperl In k network ana IySIS Of the Communlcatlonrlghts Org World foru m Orga n IZGI’S, O pccharter.net Human Rights spelled out, for all, what the great revolutions of the 18th century had struggled to obtain for Europeans and Americans: that the capacity to seek,
Wlth Select sn | plets on WS I S_ related aCtIVItIeS receive and impart information is a basic human right. In the 1970s, in the post-colonial climate of the cold war, the non-aligned nations sparked a debate on a ‘new

world information and communication order’, drawing attention to such questions as the inequalities in north-south information flow, the cultural bias of technology
and the lack of communication infrastructure in the so-called third world. 1948 was a moment of consensus, but the debates of the 1970s were fraught with conflict,
as is well known. Both had something in common, however: an exclusive reliance on states and governments as legitimate actors or porte-parole for people. WSIS
promised to be different. Conceived and launched in 1998, WSIS arrived in a context marked by buzzwords such as technological convergence and globalization.

The politics of WSIS was marked not only by consensus and conflict among the world’s governments, but by a larger politics of definition, pitting governments against
nongovernmental actors, namely NGOs and other civil society associations. In the inmediate wake of the Geneva phase of WSIS, most observers agree that it was civil
society that kept the debate on track, re-introduced the crucial elements left unresolved or unrealized in 1948 and the 1970s, and organized itself responsibly to put
forward a vision truly reflective of the interests of the world community. If civil society had not reared its difficult head at WSIS, it would have had to be invented.”
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Mentions ggryder: sis.or, “The strategic objective of the WSIS-Gender Caucus

is to ensur¢ that gender equality and women's rights are integrated into WSIS
A and its ofitcome processes, It aims to build on commitments made in the
« Beijing Platform for Action\1995.” See also: APC’s step by step process for
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The major portal is a joint initiative of OneWorld.net and Digital

Divide Network. It has the finest overview of funders in the area. . . . .
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eeting, Copenhagen.
\/ South Korean Progressive Network, APC member.
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report that the U.N. Secretary/Kofi Annan
ected forty people from/government,
business,“and civil society ofganizations to

and advocacy. Consider purchasing publications?

} A one-day event parallel to WSIS:
NetAction's Guide to Using Encryption Software. Do

| NGOs: APC, Heinrich Boll, Pane

RIS, it is led by a coalition of <
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President William Draké~was among those Broadband. Are You Exposed? A Consumer Guide to
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B jca.apc.org is APC's member in Tokyo. Organizes Asian WSIS-related NGO side-events with jcafe.net.
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Pl is a watchdog for surveillance and privacy invasions by governments and corporations.

Communication Rights™and Access to Kno
Geneva, 2003). CRIS atcknowledges the
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Entwicklungsdienst (EED), World\Associati|

Communicators (WACC), and GreenNet.
For a similar critical move for WSIS 2005, see RSF/IFEX. RSF: "Holding a summit in Tunisia about the

gn.apc.org is Greennet. On first prepcom, citing Reporters without Borders, "Of the WGIG's 40 members free flow of online information is already absurd...”

are Cuba, China, Iran, Singapore, Saudi Arabia and Tunisia, which are some of the world's most repressive
countries of freedom of expression. Pakistan, Russia and Egypt, which also crack down on Internet
activity, belong to the group as well.” Director Karen Banks is on the United Nations Working Group on
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